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AbelWV – Summary 
 

 

 

The new Abel catalogue of works, AbelWV for short, by Günter von Zadow was 
published in February 2023 by ortus musikverlag, Berlin and Beeskow, in the 
series ortus studien om332 / Volume 26. The title is Catalogue of Works of Carl 
Friedrich Abel (AbelWV), cf.  

http//www.ortus-musikverlag.de/en/home/om322 

The language is English. The book contains 470 pages. 

The following information is provided by the publisher. 

CARL FRIEDRICH ABEL was born in Cöthen in 1723. At the age of 20, he was 
employed as a chamber musician and gambist at the Dresden court. During this 
time he wrote many compositions, including 13 flute concertos. In 1759 he went 
to London, where he had a brilliant career as a composer, musical director and 
concert organiser. Together with Johann Christian Bach, he established the Bach-
Abel concerts. He died in London in 1787. Numerous works of chamber music 
and orchestral music published in print made him well-known throughout 
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Europe, but today he is best known for his works for viola da gamba. Abel is a 
representative of the pre-classical period and a significant precursor of Mozart. 

In 1971 Walter Knape published his catalogue of Abel’s works, which lists 233 
work numbers. In the present century, however, numerous other works have been 
discovered, as well as additional sources of known works. Therefore, for the 
Abel anniversary in 2023 (300th birthday on 22 December), this new, 
contemporary and up-to-date work catalogue is published. It describes 420 
works, ranging from a single minuet for viola da gamba to the Sinfonia 
Concertante. Each work is presented with incipits and associated sources and 
concordances. Each category of works begins with an overview chapter placing 
the works in an overall context. Eight directories facilitate orientation, and a 
chronological table contains all known data on the creation and publication of the 
works. In the appendix, 34 title pages of historical prints and 19 portraits are 
reproduced full-page. 

GÜNTER VON ZADOW is a graduate physicist. After various positions in 
software development, he founded the music publishing house Edition 
Güntersberg in 1998, where he publishes music for viola da gamba and other 
instruments together with his wife Leonore von Zadow-Reichling. He is 
responsible for all areas from source research to music typesetting. After 
publishing 61 editions of Abel’s works, he decided to use his accumulated 
knowledge for a new catalogue of works. 

 


